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District Newsletter 
District Update 

During the month of May we are surrounded with signs of life, including ducklings crossing the street 

stoneflies hatching in Thompson River, and students anticipating the freedom of summer!  Closing out the 

school year is fast and furious at all levels within the District. The majority of our staffing has been set for 

next year and our administration is working on completing schedules and teaching assignments. There are 

some openings in coaching that will soon be advertised, see the Principal or Athletic Director for details 

about positions.  Thompson Falls School District continues to attract strong candidates for employment 

opportunities within our schools. Those of you from Generation X may recall the famed single, “It’s so 

hard to say goodbye to yesterday” it was very popular during graduation ceremonies in the early nineties. 

It is often hard to say goodbye to friends and family as they move on to their next journey in life. We are 

thankful for the time we have had with our outgoing personnel and the positive influence they have had 

on our school and community. As we turn the page we discover the clean canvas that awaits our new 

hires. Providing new hires with the tools and supports necessary to succeed is a top priority for the 

district. This summer there will be professional development opportunities available to both new hires 

and veteran staff members. Information will be distributed through building administrators, shared on 

the district website, and advertised in the staff lounges. Please have all teacher orders submitted to the 

office by the end of May. Technology request are also due by the end of the month. Following check out, 

River Bend Golf Course will be hosting our 4th annual end of year BBQ and Golf Scramble. Mr. Holleran is 

stocking up and mentally preparing for the occasion.   

 

High School Graduation and 8th Grade Promotion 
High School Graduation will be held June 5th on the high school campus. Baccalaureate is at 1:00 p.m., 

commencement is at 3:00 p.m. and there will be an all night party starting at 9:00 p.m. at the Rimrock.  

8th Grade Promotion will be held June 3rd at 1:00 p.m. in the elementary gymnasium. On behalf of the 

District, THANKS in advance for the work that goes into putting on these events each year! We recognize 

the culmination of work that these events represent, but in addition we must also recognize the people 

that are working behind the scenes. Thompson Falls has a tradition of having top shelf ceremonies and 

that simply does not happen without the extra time and effort put in by our personnel.  

 

 Legislature 
Representatives from the Montana Quality Education Coalition gave a presentation at last month’s 
Northwest Montana Association of School Superintendents meeting. Like most educational organizations 
they are gearing up for the upcoming legislative session. The priorities they shared with our group 
included combating School Privatization – SB410, Teacher Recruitment and Retention, School Funding, 
and promoting the value of MQEC. They view themselves as guardians of Montana’s constitutional 
guarantee to provide equality of educational opportunity. This group spearheaded efforts to increase 
school funding in the early nineties and again in 2005.  
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School Calendar 
 

Last month the school board chose to table approving the school calendar until a future meeting and 
requested a second calendar be made for them to consider. The original calendar for next year is similar 

to calendars of the past and returns the start date to before Labor Day and ends in May. The committee 

provided a rationale for the return to this calendar that has been shared with the trustees. There has also 

been perspectives shared from others who support starting after Labor Day, both calendars meet state 

accreditation standards and the district’s contractual obligations. The trustees intend to have a meeting in 

the next two weeks to approve a calendar. The meeting agenda will be posted in the lounge 48 hours prior 

to the meeting. If you have any questions please stop by or send me an email.   

 

Spotlight 
  

Eight students from Thompson Falls Schools advanced to the State High School Band & Choir Music 
Festival in Helena. These students received Superior ratings at the qualifying Music Festival held in 
Missoula. These eight students performed as soloists or as part of ensembles and again were recognized 
with Superior ratings at State! Wilson Hidy received a Superior rating for a snare drum solo, Jamison 
Strang received a Superior rating for a vocal solo, Rayshia Roberts and Hyun-ji Park received a Superior 
rating for a flute duet and our high school select choir (Jonnilee Seeman, Jamison Strang, Lily Buchanan, 
Tyler McGaughey, Journey Hall, & Hyun-ji Park) received a Superior rating. Superior is the highest rating 
awarded in these music competitions.  Wow! Great job to the students and staff involved in our music 
department! Our student athletes have been performing at high levels as well this spring. Recently 
several track athletes were recognized in the top ten tournament and the track team is gearing up for 
tournaments. The girl’s golf team placed 2nd at the divisional tournament and will advance to state, Dylan 
Beckman and Caleb Bates individually qualified for the upcoming state tournament. Our Softball team has 
been working through a busy schedule and battling some injuries as they approach the home stretch of 
their season. Best of luck to all of our programs.  The district recognizes the dedication that so many 
commit year-round to providing these opportunities for students to excel.   
  

District Leadership Team:  

  
Our next district leadership team meeting is scheduled for May 16th 4:30-5:30. The meeting will be held in 

room 18 at the high school, snacks will be provided. An agenda will be posted on the website Monday. 

Topics include professional development, curriculum, end and beginning of year ideas. We will work 

together to make plans relative to the needs of each school, and share ideas about continual school 

improvement. If you have ideas you would like to share, please contact an administrator, team member, 

or come to the meeting.    

 

 

Quote of the Month:  

 

“We can complain that rose bushes have thorns, or rejoice because 

thorn bushes have roses”   Abraham Lincoln 

 


